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About Trunnell
For 80 years, three generations of Trunnells have provided the leadership, reputation for superior
work, and flame of entrepreneurial spirit that have sustained this top-rated, award-winning
electrical contractor through wars, recessions, and other challenges that have toppled many
similar businesses over the years. The story of Trunnell Electric’s longevity and success is rooted
in its cultural DNA.
The Trunnell Dynasty
Since 1936, three generations of Trunnells have forged the family business into a successful enterprise.
Lee, Jack and Rick Trunnell (sons of co-founder Leroy B. “Dutch” Trunnell) have built upon the legacy
of Trunnell’s founders, brothers W.K. (who started the company) and Dutch Trunnell. Following Lee,
Jack and Rick is Brad Trunnell, the third generation of the firm’s leadership.
Leadership maintains a vigorously involved role in the business, and customers are likely to have one of
the Trunnell owners answer their phone calls. The easy accessibility of leadership is a personal touch that
is rare in a firm of Trunnell’s size and reflects the Trunnell family’s commitment and connection to its
customers.
Electrical Contracting Services
Trunnell is known for agility, project management excellence, and creative problem solving—particularly
on fast-track commercial projects. Trunnell engages with the construction project team at every critical
point to ensure timely sequencing of services as well as accurate, first-time-right electrical contracting.
Through eight decades of mentorship, the company’s leadership has cultivated a superior team of
technical experts in commercial and residential:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Design
Lighting
Wiring
Fire alarm system installation
Renovation
Energy-efficiency retrofitting
LEED certification-compliant services
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Customers
“This project posed many electrical challenges that your team easily overcame. With the majority of your
installation exposed, you were still able to meet the high level of workmanship that our architect's design
demanded.” This 2009 testimonial from Jeffrey Slavin, Mayor of the Town of Somerset, Maryland, tells a
story that has been replicated many times by Trunnell Electric in the Greater Washington, DC region
since 1936.
Trunnell partners with its customers for the long haul, with close relationships that span many projects
and decades.
Trunnell is a highly-rated firm that supports sustainable commercial development through energy-saving
services. The firm has earned the trust that builds lasting relationships. Customers know the exceptional
value they will receive when they partner with Trunnell Electric.
The customer base includes:
1. Developers of commercial properties
2. Owners and managers of commercial properties
3. Residential property owners
Facility Location
15754 Crabbs Branch Way | Rockville, MD 20855
The Trunnell headquarters facility in Rockville, Maryland houses its leadership and administrative
support team as well as its technical staff, vehicle fleet, and warehouse.

Technical Staff
A large number of Trunnell’s technicians have been part of the team for decades, which provides
customers with stability, dependability, and proven expertise. These attributes, coupled with the
commitment to maintain current knowledge and skills as technology rapidly evolves, makes Trunnell the
“go-to” solutions provider of choice for a number of commercial entities in the region.

Industry Affiliations
•
•
•
•
•

Independent Electrical Contractors Association (10-year member)
Associated Builders and Contractors (19-year member)
Bethesda Chevy Chase Chamber of Commerce (35-year member)
Better Business Bureau of Greater Washington (39-year member)
National Federation of Independent Businesses (48-year member)
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The Next 80 Years …
Entering its 80th year in business, Trunnell leadership is aggressively setting the groundwork for future
decades. Trunnell’s five-year succession plan includes an ownership transfer to third-generation Vice
President of Commercial Services Brad Trunnell.
Bringing in outside expertise is essential to a balanced corporate structure, so a new core management
team is being formed that will eventually add business development, estimation/project management,
residential service management, and comptroller functions.
Trunnell’s financial goals will be attained by expanding energy-saving lighting, commercial, residential
and construction services, as well as work with property managers.

Contact Information
Trunnell Electric:
Jack Trunnell
Chief Financial Officer
T: 301-258-8300
F: 301-258-0270
jack@trunnellelectric.com
www.trunnellelectric.com
Media Contact:
Bill Holleran
Bill Holleran Communications
301-996-9495
wholleran2@comcast.net

Leadership Bios

Jack Trun nell
Chief Financial Officer, Co-Owner (second generation)
East Tennessee State University, Bachelor’s Degree, Business
- Jack oversees financial, human resource and marketing matters.
On community support:
“We’re grateful for the decades of support from our community and have felt it important
to return the good will. We have worked with Rebuilding Together Montgomery County
since 2002 and have contributed thousands of dollars in technical labor hours, electrical
material and cash for projects as well as renovations for Montgomery County low-income
homeowners to make their space livable and safe.”

Lee Trun nell
President (second generation)
Veteran of the United States Navy | Master Electrical license
- Lee supports Trunnell’s Commercial Division.
On integrity in family-owned business:
“When the company has your name on it, you look at things entirely differently when it
comes to pushing the company forward and persevering through tough times,. Because
the name of the company is your name, you try that much harder and are willing to make
sacrifices other business owners would be reluctant to make.”

Rick Tru nnell
Residential Operations Manager, Co-Owner (second generation)
Northwestern State University of Louisiana, Bachelor’s Degree, Business | Master
Electrical license
- Rick manages residential service technical staff, scheduling and invoicing.
On customer relationships:
“Customer care is in our DNA at Trunnell. As owners, we feel that our customers deserve
to have us accessible; that’s why customers are very likely to have a Trunnell family
member answer their phone calls. This is a personal touch that’s rare in a company of our
size and it reflects our commitment and connection to our customers.”

B rad Trun nell
Vice President of Commercial Services (third generation)
Master Electrical license
- Brad is in charge of commercial project management and estimating.
On Trunnell’s service-oriented philosophy:
“Our commercial electrical services are sustained by the same service-oriented philosophy
as our residential work—we provide the best value for our contractor and building-owner
clients, even on fast track and complex projects. That’s one reason we’ve been the
electrical contractor of choice for the corporate offices of four prominent regional
construction companies.”

History Timeline

1936	
  

W.K. Trunnell, Sr., founded Trunnell Electric in Bethesda, MD

1938	
  

Brother Leroy “Dutch” Trunnell joined the firm

1946	
  

Added a landmark lighting showroom in Bethesda

1940s-‐‘60s	
  

Wired 65 percent of homes in Bethesda, Chevy Chase and upper Northwest D.C.

1960s	
  

Expanded into commercial services while expanding residential customer base

1968	
  

Dutch Trunnell purchased the firm from his brother and opened a headquarters
facility in Rockville, MD

1970s-‐‘80s	
  

Involved in the construction of most of the high rises in the Woodmont Triangle in
Bethesda

2007	
  

Completed work on Howard County, MD’s first LEED Certified Silver commercial
property

2010	
  

Honored with the firm’s first Angie’s List Super Service Award, which has been
earned every year since then

2010	
  
2011	
  

Completed electrical installation of numerous	
  electric	
  vehicle	
  (EV)	
  stations	
  in	
  
communities	
  around	
  the	
  DC	
  region

Completed work on the luxurious 8,000 square-foot Rolls-Royce Bentley showroom
in Bethesda

2014	
  

Began support of the SteppingStones Shelter of Rockville

2015	
  

Completed installation of advanced lighting and electrical systems at the historic
National Bohemian Brewery complex in Baltimore

2016	
  

The second and third generations of Trunnell leadership celebrate 80 years in
business—and plans for the next 80 years

2016	
  

The Washington Business Journal honored Trunnell with the Family-Owned
Business award

The Buzz About Trunnell

“(Trunnell) is fantastic.
We’ve used them for years
both in our business and then
personally in our home.”

“(Trunnell) came when they said they would and they did
quality work. I know them through commercial work that I
do and they have a reputation in the industry as a very
upstanding and good contractor. They do both commercial
and residential work.”

“Trunnell Electric is wonderful. They come on time, which is nice when you’re a working person
because you don’t lose any income. They do the work efficiently, too. They just do what they say
they’re going to do, which is rare in this day and age.”

“(Trunnell) is my only
electrician. I’ve used them for
years and years.”

“Everything Trunnell has done for us has always been
fantastic. We’ve been using Trunnell for over 50 years. I think
that they actually did the original wiring in the house.”

“(Trunnell) came when they said they would and they did quality work. I know them through
commercial work that I do and they have a reputation in the industry as a very upstanding and good
contractor. They do both commercial and residential work.”

“I keep going back to Trunnell
Electric because they’ve done very
good work for us. …Trunnell has
always performed to my
standards.”

“I’ve used (Trunnell) for many years. They’re an
established electrical contractor here in town, and I think
they’re very reliable. They’re respectful of me and my
home. They do their job and leave a good clean home
when they’re done.”

“Trunnell Electric did a great job.
They were really responsive and
knew exactly what to do to fix our
issues. I think they just provided
exceptional service in a tight
timeframe.”

“We’ve used Trunnell Electric many times, and they
have done high-quality work every time. I’ve been
perfectly happy with both the people and the service.
…They absolutely deserve an A, and I’d call them again
for anything I might have.”

Fast Facts

1936

A+

65%
2nd &
3rd

EV

Trunnell Electric was founded

Top ratings from Angie’s List, BBB, Consumer’s Checkbook,
Washingtonian Preferred Electrical Contractors

Percentage of homes wired by Trunnell in the 1950s-1960s in Chevy Chase,
Bethesda and upper Northwest DC

Generations of the Trunnell family still actively involved in the business

The Trunnell team has successfully installed numerous electric vehicle (EV)
stations in communities around the DC area

3
Number of Trunnells who hold active Master Electrical licenses

20

2016

Number of Trunnell employees

Year that Trunnell was bestowed the Washington Business Journal’s FamilyOwned Business Award

Resources
The links below provide the news media with resources for industry information as well as
additional information on Trunnell Electric.
Media Contacts

Bill Holleran
Bill Holleran Communications
Phone: 301-996-9495
Email: wholleran2@comcast.net

Jack Trunnell
Trunnell Electric
Phone: 301-258-8300
Email: jack@trunnellelectric.com
Web: www.trunnellelectric.com

Trunnell Electric Resources

Trunnell Electric in the News
About Trunnell Electric
Trunnell Electric: 80 Years
Commercial Contracting Services
Trunnell in the Community
Serving Residential Customers
What They’re Saying About Trunnell

Electrical Contracting Resources

Electric Vehicle Charging Stations
Electrical Safety Tips
Smoke Detector Laws
Attic Exhaust Fans Can Save Up To 30% on Air Conditioning Costs
Going Green at Home is a Smart Move

Smart Consumer Questions

When it’s time to hire an electrical services contractor, you want a company that will maintain the safe
operation and integrity of your home or business electrical system. Asking yourself these questions
before you hire can help you make sure you get the right electrical contractor.
Is the technician licensed?

An electrical contractor must hold a Master's License in the
jurisdiction where the work is being performed. For example, a
Pennsylvania Master license isn’t valid in Montgomery County,
Maryland.

How long has the company
been in business?

You want to feel assured the contractor will be around for the long
haul, will stand behind their work and are part of the community.

Is the company highly
rated?

Check with the Better Business Bureau, CHECKBOOK Magazine
and/or Angie's List to verify that the contractor has a reputation for
performing top quality work.

4

Does a live person in the
office answer the phone?

You don't want to play phone tag or have a technician on the job
answer while working on a ladder or in an attic.

5

Did you ask three friends if
they've heard of the
company?

People you trust can be the best place to find a contractor.

1

2

3

Did you check the website?
6

You'd be surprised what you can learn from a company website. Ideas
communicated through photos of work performed and free tips are
great resources.

7

Do the technicians use drop
cloths, offer to wear shoe
covers and thoroughly clean
up?

You want them to leave your home at least as clean as they found it.

8

Are the technicians
commissioned?

Some companies incentivize their people to sell additional services.
You want an electrician, not a salesman.

9

Is there a trip/travel charge
before they walk in the
door?

You should pay reasonable costs for work performed in your home,
not for time before the technician gets there.

10

Does the company advertise
on TV and radio?

Make no mistake – heavy, expensive marketing is paid for by you, the
customer. As a result, you could be charged higher than normal service
rates or fees.

11

Does the company charge
by the amount of time or by
the job?

For service repair, you should expect to pay for the value of actual
labor and material, instead of a flat job price conjured from a "one size
fits all" sales manual. More complex service items such as new wiring
for recessed lighting or a service upgrade do require an estimator’s
time.
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12

Do they provide free
estimates for new work?

Estimated cost proposals for new wiring for lighting, outlets or other
new electrical appliances and equipment, and also service upgrades,
should be performed by an experienced estimator at no cost or
obligation to you.
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logo
Link to download logo:

Trunnell Logo
IMAGE DESCRIPTION: Trunnell
service truck, circa 1940s
Link to download image:
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IMAGE DESCRIPTION: Trunnell Electric
provided installation of advanced lighting
and electrical systems at the historic National
Bohemian Brewery complex in Baltimore
for renowned international
architectural/design firm Development
Design Group (DDG). DDG refurbished a
large space in the circa 1885 property, which
is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places, as its new headquarters.
Link to download image:

Natty Boh Brewery Office Space
Photo credit to Renee Michele Landsman
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Trunnell Lore

The Trunnell Story goes back 80 years, and here are two of the family-owned business’s favorite
moments in time …

WASHINGTON POLITICS — AFTER DARK
FALL 1943 - Local electrician W. K. Trunnell answered his phone late one night to hear laughter and music in the
background over the phone. The caller tells him that the lights have gone out in his home and he can't get them back
on for a party he's hosting. The electrician is directed to a certain address in Kensington. When Trunnell reaches the
front entrance gate to an estate his truck is stopped and surrounded by darkly clad men with flashlights beaming into
his face.
They asked his business and after a few tense
moments, escorted the bewildered electrician to
the mansion with two riding in his truck. Upon
clearing another set of men with flashlights, they
accompanied Trunnell into the candle lit
mansion where scores of ladies were dancing
with their escorts and people seemed to be
enjoying the evening despite the power outage
that had occurred.

Franklin D. Roosevelt and Winston Churchill. Courtesy of the Franklin
D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum, Hyde Park, New York.

Trunnell proceeded to the basement fuse box
and found that an overloaded fuse had blown.
After repairing the problem and replacing the
fuse, he then prepared to depart. Upon leaving
the now brightly lit home, Trunnell discovers
the mystery behind the cloak and dagger
security.

There in a corner, sitting off to themselves watching the festivities were Winston Churchill and Franklin Roosevelt!
"I've always been reluctant to tell this story since it's only been part of our verbal history,” says owner Jack
Trunnell, “until my mother recently found the 1953 newspaper article recounting the details of the event."

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN ARRESTED BY “G-MEN”
ARLINGTON, Va, June 1941 – U.S. government agents arrested L.B. “Dutch” Trunnell at Hoover
Airfield as he attempted to disconnect electrical equipment on government property. Trunnell, a local
electrician, was held for questioning at the Arlington County jail and later released when it was learned
that he had been hired by ice cream vendor Wm. Beck to disconnect Beck’s frozen custard equipment.
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Hoover Airfield had been purchased and closed recently by the U.S. government, which had just built
National Airport. Plans for the old airfield are to build a massive building to house the central office of all
armed forces.
Footnote: Hoover Airfield was situated where the Pentagon is now located.

